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Be Inspired All Over 
Again! 

A Brand New Way to Experience 
and Share Windstar 

Relive some of John Denver's finest mo-
ments at the 1995 Windstar Choices For 
The Future Symposium, recorded August 

24-27, 1995 in Aspen, Colorado. 
 

John's inspirational words and musical 
performances, including the never-

released "The Wandering Soul" will make 
this DVD a treasure for a lifetime. John is 
joined by his longtime friend Kenny Log-
gins as both sing about the environment 

and making a difference. 
 

Order your copy(ies) now through the 
Windstar website. 

�
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2009 Connections Leadership Conference 
October 10, 2009 

Windstar Land Conservancy 
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On a cool, clear Colorado mountain morning, Connection members gathered at Windstar for the opening ceremony of the 2009 
Connections Leadership Conference. The conference theme was Weaving the Waters, symbolizing the special relationship enjoyed 
by Windstar Connections. 
 
Following a brief time of meditation, each conference participant introduced himself or herself and added to the “sparkling crystal 
jar” a few ounces of water brought from home or taken from a special place. Those waters were combined with water from the 
Roaring Fork River to symbolize our bond to the surrounding area. Participants were reminded that, just as water falls to the earth 
and begins to weave itself into more and more powerful bodies until it flows into the ocean, Connection members from around the 
world join  to weave their work, their lives, and their spirits together to create a better life on planet Earth. 
 
After the opening ceremony, we moved out of the cold wind and into the coziness of the conference room, where we spent the 
morning getting acquainted, sharing ideas and strengths, and brainstorming solutions to challenges we face. The John Denver 
Peace Cloth was on hand for viewing, and Peace Cloth Connection board member, Cheryl Fritz, spoke briefly about the cloth. 
Windstar Administrative Director, Shari Sullivan, brought words of greeting and had new Windstar-logo T-shirts for everyone to 
see. 
 
After a lunch shared together and a time of visiting, we returned to the conference room for a presentation by Windstar President, 
Ron Deutschendorf. We were delighted that Ron’s wife, Terri, his mom, Erma, and Windstar Board Vice President, Pam Peterson, 
were also able to join us for the afternoon. 
 
Much of Ron’s presentation centered on the difficulties we face in communicating effectively in our technology-intensive world. 
Ron explained that email and other forms of written communication, by their very nature, sometimes prevent us from understand-
ing and connecting with one another in a meaningful way. He encouraged us to stay connected, and stressed the importance of 
making the extra effort to pick up the phone or meet with others in person when difficult situations arise. 
 
Ron closed his segment by answering questions from participants. Then we wrapped up the meeting and moved back into the sun-
shine for the closing ceremony. Using the beautiful (and newly refurbished by Jeanie Chestnutt) Windstar prayer sticks, we offered 
prayers to the four directions, then poured a bit of our woven waters back to the Earth to symbolize our connection to each other 
and to the Windstar land and the Windstar vision. 
 
Thanks to all of you who had a hand in making the 2009 Connections Leadership Conference a success. 
 
 
 
Those representing their Connections at the conference were 
 
Lycia Adams, Colorado Connection 
Ken Bobbitt, Colorado Connection 
Kim Braman, Wisconsin Connection 
Vicki Conti, New England Connection 
Barbara Davis, Connections Coordinator, Texas 
Mac Davis, Texas 
Linda Edmondson, Colorado Connection 
Cheryl Fritz, John Denver Peace Cloth Connection 
Sandy Gunderson, Minnesota Connection 
Michele LaPointe, Ohio 
Robbin Schroeder, Wasatch Mountains Connection 
Allison Smith, United Kingdom Connection 
Carol Tomicich, California Connection 
Phyllis Wyban, Colorado 
Joy Wyse, Colorado 
 
 

A Note from the Connections Coordinator: 
A special word of thanks to those who worked 
with me on the Conference planning commit-
tee: Vicki Conti (New England), Sandy Gun-
derson (Minnesota), and Rick Melcher 
(Wisconsin). Many thanks to Ron Deutschen-
dorf for being our conference speaker. Thanks 
to Phyllis Wyban, who created the beautiful 
design for the conference tote bags. Thanks 
also to Jeanie Chestnutt, Mac Davis, and Shari 
Sullivan for taking care of the many important 
details (small and not so small) that make a 
conference a success. 
 
Connections are a vital part of Windstar. I am 
grateful to all of you. 
 
Barbara 



 
Activities for Connections in 2010  
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Several new program-wide activities are available to Connections in 2010 with the goal to encourage 
you to get out in your community, connect with others, and join with other Connections to experience 
the Windstar spirit. Materials for the following will be available after the first of the year: An expanded 
EARTHcamp Program with new opportunities for your Connection, the Community Gardens Project, 
the return of Windstar Day for Connections, Earth Day activities, and Connection Program participa-

tion in the International Day of Peace give your Connection new ways to be involved in your own 
community. See below for a short introduction to each of these new opportunities. 

 
The Windstar EARTHcamp Program is Growing! 
 
Now there are more ways than ever for your Connection and your com-
munity to experience EARTHcamp! Find the one that fits your group and 
get excited about holding your own EARTHcamp. 
 
The EARTHcamp Program includes curriculum for the following formats: 
 
· Full 5-day day camp EARTHcamp for children in grades 4-6. 

· Family/Multigenerational EARTHcamp Weekend to allow families to experience the healing 
bond that comes from time spent in nature 

· EARTHcamp Afterschool! A curriculum that provides a healthy way for kids to spend one after-
noon each week.  

· Windstar EARTHcamp in the Schools. Trained Windstar volunteers work with local schools 
and educators to present EARTHcamp lessons in the classroom. 

 
The EARTHcamp program is evolving and curricula are continually being developed to accommo-
date more age groups and formats. Contact Barbara Davis at barbara@wstar.org if you are inter-
ested in becoming a Windstar EARTHcamp leader, to arrange to have a trained EARTHcamp leader 
present a camp for your group or your community, or if you have questions. 
 

Celebrate Earth Day 2010! 
 
Earth Day is always a busy day for Windstar Connections. Several events have al-
ready been planned. Join with other Windstar Connections to make this Earth Day, 
April 22, a special day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrate the International Day of Peace with Winds tar Con-
nections September 21, 2010 
         
The Windstar Connections Program invites you to join with other Connections and millions of people 
around the world to observe the United Nation’s International Day of Peace on September 21, 2010.   
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Windstar Day! 
Celebrate Windstar and Your Windstar Connection  
October 22, 2010 (or another day of your own choosing!) 

 
Celebrating Windstar Day is a great way for your Connection to raise awareness about environmental 
issues and the steps we can take to ensure a healthy, sustainable future. It is also a great opportunity 
to find new members for your Windstar Connection.  
 
Windstar Day was an idea originally proposed by Lou Smith of the California Connection at the Leader-
ship Workshop held at Windstar prior to the Choices for the Future symposium in 1994. For part of its 
history, Windstar Day was observed on October 22, exactly 6 months away from Earth Day. 
 
This year, we will again celebrate Windstar Day. You may want to hold your celebration on (or around) 
October 22, or you can choose your own Windstar Day. You will be able to register your event with the 
Connections Program so we can all share in the celebration. Materials and guides will be available to 
help you in preparing and presenting your special day. 
 
So you can start those wheels turning, here are a few ways your Connection might want to participate 
in Windstar Day:  
 
· Hold a Mini-Symposium 
· Have an Eco-Festival or Eco-Fair 
· Host an environmental speaker for a Connection meeting or community event. 
· Have a river or park clean-up or participate in some other form of community service 
 
COMMUNITY GARDENING: For a Better Community 
Nothing tastes better than fresh veggies from the garden! Whether you are in a rural or urban setting, 
establishing a community garden is a great way for your Connection to promote social interaction and 
foster cooperation and partnering in your community while producing nutritious food, reducing environ-
mental impact, and decreasing the family food budget. 
 
Getting Started: 
· Find a site for your community garden. 
· Determine who will be the beneficiaries of your community garden. 
· Involve other groups and individuals from your community in the project. 
· Create a budget, estimate costs, determine how to pay for the garden. 
· Get tools, soil, seeds and plants (consider using heirloom plants). 
· Plant and tend your garden as a community. 
· Harvest and enjoy! 
· Sell any leftover food in a Farmer’s Market. 
 
For Community Gardening novices, there is much information online to help you determine how much 
land you will need; tell you how to prepare, plant, and maintain your garden; and assist you in creating 
guidelines and providing community education. 
 
Community Garden Online Resources: 
http://communitygarden.org/learn/starting-a-community-garden.php 
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/Kinder/commun.html 
http://www.urbanharvest.org/programs/cgardens/startguide/budgeting.html 
 
The Windstar Connections Community Gardens Project is a brand new program designed to help you 
relate to your community in a whole new way! Materials and information to help you start and maintain 
your own community garden project are being developed and will be available after January 1. 
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Windstar: A Song for the Earth 
By Barbara Davis 
 
 Music finds a way to reach the spirit when mere words fail. It preserves our stories and 
furnishes a framework for the memory of a time when humans were closer to nature. It is the 
song of the wind and the sound of crickets on a warm summer night. 
  
 John Denver was a talented entertainer whose songs, for many of us, have provided 
the sound track for much of our lives. But his true gift was his ability to imbue those songs 
with the voice of nature and to harness that energy for his expression of compassion for hu-
mankind and his love and respect for the Earth. It is this gift that flows through the song that is 
Windstar. 
 
 As a part of Windstar, we all participate in the song. Its lyrical melody extends to the far 
reaches of the Earth through all its members. Its harmony is given voice by Connections 
working together to create a better world. Its spirit is alive with the rhythm of EARTHcamp, 
“New Choices” symposia, and its other education programs. 
 
  And through Windstar, we are making a difference. Sometimes the task is as small as 
picking up a piece of paper. Sometimes it is simply our connection with others and our taking 
the opportunity to share our passion for a better life on Planet Earth. Sometimes it is finding a 
voice to speak out for change, a change in the direction our world is going. 
 
 Windstar is indeed a song—a song for the Earth. And in joining in this song, each one 
of us can make a difference. 

Update from the Mid-South Connection— 
�
The Mid-South Connection is very proud to announce their recently adopted mission statement:  
  
"To act responsibly regarding the earth’s resources, to encourage other people to do likewise, and 
to join with and support like minded people and organizations.” The statement was developed by 
our Mission Statement Committee, including members Kimbrough Gregory and Joanne Rhea, 
and was unanimously approved.  
 
 Our new mission statement was immediately put into action as connection members and guests 
participated in the Sierra Club nationwide event, "Coal Country House Parties" to preview the new 
documentary, "Coal Country",  about mountaintop removal coal mining in Appalachia.  This pow-
erful film shared the personal stories of coal miners and the residents of Appalachia revealing the 
true cost of coal mining as evidenced in the devastating loss of mountains, homes, and lives.  The 
Sierra Club provided excellent information and suggestions on how to take action against moun-
taintop removal.   
 
 The Mid-South Connection will convene this month for their traditional holiday gathering.  We are 
looking forward to being together for food and fellowship, and send our warmest holiday greetings 
to all Windstar members.   Peace. 
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Morning Dew 

By Rosemary Dorfmeister  
New York Windstar Connection 

 
In Aspen, Colorado 
With the sunrise as a backdrop, 
Champagne corks popped, toasts were made. 
Holding her baby tightly the new mother thinks, 
I want my baby to laugh and sing. 
I want for my baby - everything. 
With a tear rolling down her face she places a kiss on baby's cheek, 
And says hello. 
 
On a barren African desert, against a midnight sky, 
Another baby was born this day. 
No champagne corks were popped, no toasts were made. 
Holding her baby tightly the mother sighs, 
And begins to weep. 
She wanted her baby to laugh and sing. 
She wanted for her baby - everything. 
Food in short supply.  Mother's milk dried up. 
With a tear crystallized near her eye she places a kiss on baby's cheek, 
And says goodbye. 
 
Some will live to see many tomorrows, 
Along with the many dreams they are to know. 
But others will cry in despair, 
For no days and no dreams will they keep. 

Update from the Windstar Colorado Connection - 
 
The Windstar Colorado Connection is looking forward to 2010 with a slate of exciting events. 
Topping it off in April, we will hopefully avoid a raging snowstorm that forced us to cancel this 
year's annual Earth Day event at Red Rocks Park in Denver. This will be our 8th year for the 
event that typically brings hundreds of park goers and other organizations promoting environ-
mental themes. So on April 18, we will set up a Windstar and Colorado Connection display on 
the main plaza above the famed amphitheatre and we invite other Connections to join us. Live 
music is always part of our event including Aspen Meadow from the Great Northwest.  
 
Other projects are in planning stages and we'll post them on our website at 
www.WindstarColoradoConnection.org  
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The next issue of Connecting Connections comes out in Spring 2010— 
Submit your articles, ideas, and events to barbara@wstar.org by February 20. 
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